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Partly Shakspearian, but more Byronic in form, it does
not depend merely on description, but shows a dramatic
power of character and dialogue indicated by many earlier
attempts at stories and scenes, which justifies the remark
of Mrs. Thackeray Ritchie; " Ruskin should have been a
novelist When he chooses to describe a man or a woman,
there stands the figure before us ; when he tells a story,
we live it" But she is equally right in adding, "His is
rather the descriptive than the constructive faculty; his
mastery is over detail and quantity rather than over form."
The weakness of Marcolini is in the arrangement and
disposition of the plot: he has no playwright's eye for
situations. But the conversation is animated, and the
characters finely drawn, with more discrimination than one
would expect from so young an author.

This work was interrupted at the end of Act III. by
pressing calls to other studies, of which in the next
chapter; and then by the attempt to win the distinction
he sought in the Newdigate prize at Oxford. But it was
not that he had forgotten Adkle. From time to time he
wrote verses to her, or about her; and as in 1838 she was
sent to school with her sisters near Chelmsford, to " finish "
her in English, in that August he saw her again. She had
lost some of her first girlish prettiness, but that made no
difference. And when the Domecqs came to Herne Hill
at Christmas to spend their holidays, he was as deeply
in love as ever. He could show her the new Friendships
Offering, just come out, with a poem "To * * * ," which
was a direct appeal enough. He followed it up with
printing others of his poems to her in The London
Monthly Miscellany for the next three months. He won
his Newdigate; he had written brilliantly, for a youth,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